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On 25 July 19o2, the 2d Civil Affairs Detachment was activated 

by General Order Number 67, geadquarters, U.S. Continental Army 

Command. The unit was attached to the 5th Special Forces Group 

(Airoorne). 

From 27 Octooer to J December 1962, twenty-three officers were 

attached to the 9th Civil Affairs Group to fill TOE positions dur-

ing the 11Cuba.n Crisis". 

On 1 February 1963, the unit was attached to the U.S. Army 

Special ,·[arfare Center for operational control. 

The 2d Civil Affairs Detachment was attached to the 6th Special 

Forces Group on 5 December 196). On o Januat-y 1964 the 6th Special 

Forcea Group assumed ooerational control of the unit. 

3y Oeneral Order 23, Headquarters, CONARC, the unit was redes-

ignated as a ttcompa.ny". This added officer spaces to the authorized 

strength. 

Effective l July 1964, all pos itions of the 2d Civil Affairs Com-

pany were designated 11 airoorne11 • 
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The 2d Civil Ai'f3.irs Company was re-organized, efrective 

16 May 1906, by General Order ltS9, Headquarters, Third United 

States Army. The unit designated only was transferred from 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina, to Fort Gordon, Georgia.. Concur-

rently, the W1it assignment was changed from CONARC to the 

Third Unitea States Army. 

The re-organization, under TOE ~l-.500D, authorized a 

strength 01· 22 coJ1UT1issioned officers and '?O enl.isted men. 

Pending the assignment and arrival of permanent party 

personnel or the newly-created unit, LTC Alexander F. Warshall, 

95th Givil A!fairs Group, and lLT Charles P. Lickson, 29th 

Civil A.ff'airs Company, assumed the duties of commanding of-

ficer and administrative officer respectively. 

'fhe first enlistea man to be assigned. was the s upply 

sergeant, SSG (Eb) Ronald K. Grubbs, who joined the company 

rhe first commissioned officer to oe assigned was LTC 

James a. ~onklin, the new unit's first commanding ofl'icer. 

The company physically occ~pied several structures aa.ja-

cent to the sponsoring 9)th Civil Affairs Grouu area, to wi t: 

a two-story tro0p 0111et, a two-story administration ouilding, 

a one-story supply ouilding, a one-story supply storage annex, 

and a motor 5hop area. These same buildings had oeen occupiea 

previously oy the 29th Civil A1Tairs ~ompany prior to t.nat unit. 1 s 

movement oversea3. 
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and Yfma, whose ETS would preclude their accompanying the unit 

in it's overseas deployment. 

Early in October, officer personnel ~ere invited to par-

ticipate in a formal "Dming In" ceremony. conducted by the 

President of the Mess, COL John M. Kinzer, Commanding Officer 

of the 95th Civil Affairs Group. M3 Walter B. Richardson was 

the guest of honor. Several prominent civic leaders from 

Augusta were also in attendance as guesta of the ~ess. The 

proe;ra.'Tl. was both ini'orll'attve and ent~rtainjn~. 

The first two we~ks in Octooer found. the comp;my busily 

enr,aged in the final t!'lroes of inspecting equipment, packing 

and cratL~~. and, ulthn.?.tely, sending it on it's way. Credit 

for the successful ~c~Ol'l!JlishmPnt of meeting all "d8~dlines" 

must properly be accorded lLT Karl Yena, lhit Movement Officer, 

whose diligence and dedication made the tasks easier for all. 

On ? and 8 October respectively, 2LT 1s Schneider and Napp 

were promoted to lLT. 

On 14 October, the officers and la.dies of the 2d Civil 

Affairs Company held a unit party at the Officers Open Mess, 

Fort Gordon, Ga. COL Joh.~ M. Kinzer, Commanding Officer of 

the 95th Oivi.l Aff'lirs GI'oup, a.nd ~1AJ Wilburn fuo_ua, Command­

ing Officer of the 42d Civ~l Ai'f~irs Company. were guests or 
honor. 
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Tl-ie f ollmri'1~ day, unit motor vehicles, in convoy, were 

delivered to the Charlestori Outport, Charleston, s.c., where 

they were 1.oaded aboard shi:i;> to begin their long trek over-

seas. lLT Schneider and SSG (E6} Levin Ashby were selected 

to a.ccom:fXl.ny the shipment to it's overseas destination. 

~hat stUne evening, the officers and ladies of the Zd Civil 

Aff~jrs Company were feted by the 95th Civil Affairs Group at 

a 11 Hail-Farewell11 Social Event at th~ Officers Open Mess, Fort 

Gordon. 

On 15 October, MAJ Whitehead, Operations Officer, departed 

the unit for an overseas assignment in Vietnam. He was replaced 

by the Executive Officer, MAJ Saunders, who, in t'.ll"l1, was re-

placed by MAJ Bowers. 

On l November, medical CPT Stu.art W. Slingerland joined 

the company and 2LT's Cl.:.Suma.no and Lynch were promoted to lLT. 

On 4 November, the company participated in a Farewell Re-

view, attended by MZ t·Talter B. Richardson, Fort Gordon Post 

Comnia.nder, who wished th.e company success in accomplishin!?, it1 s 

over8eas mission. LTC Conklin, lSG Morlan, and SSG Grubbs were 

recipients of Certi£icates of Achievement fo~ outstancUng 5er-

vice. 

Company personnel, officers and enlistP-d, assembled in the 

company area at 2400 hours on 7 November, preparatory to leaving 

--
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for Augusta's Bush Field at 0300 ho~s, 8 November. Garbed 

in battle dress, the first of two groups departed by coD11J1er­

cial jet at 0530 hours, arrived in Atlanta approximately t hour 

later, and transloaded onto a larger aircraft. The ensuing leg 

commenced at 0730 hours and, after a refueling stop at Dallas, 

landed at San Francisco International Airport shortly before 

noon, local time. Buses quickly took the first contingent to 

the Oakland Arrrry Terminal, where the USNS W.H. Gordon was docked. 

(The second group, composed of ~ight officers, had similar, 

though later, travel arr11.ngements). 

The company (minu'3 thP. ."'nvance party) consisted of 14 offi­

cers and 66 enlist~d men. 

The advance party, composed of LTC Conklin, CPT' s Frank .. 

oski, Glynn, and Watkins, lLT Napp, PFC's Filbert and Unger, de-

parted CONUS by air on 18 November. 

The USNS Gordon, with the ma.in body aboard, sailed from 

San Francisco at 0730 hours, 9 November. After sailing along 

the coastline to San Diego, the USNS Gordon departed United 

States coastal waters on 10 No~ember enroute to Southeast Asia. 

Most of the 2d Civil Affairs Company personnel assuined 

duties and responsibilitie~ aboard ship. The voyage, whiJ.e 

not 1mpleaswt, did prove to be l~n~thy: 28 days. 

The USNS Gordon anchored at Vung Tau on the morning of 
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6 December. The commanding Officer, LTC Conklin, was waiting 

ashore to greet the officers and men of his command. He was 

accompanied by LTC Robert C. Wooleyhan, Coll111nnding Officer of 

the 53rd Signal Battalion, sponsoring nnit for the 2d Civil 

Affairs Company 11 in country• 11 

The arrivi~g personnel were trucked to the Vung Tau Air-

strip, where they boarded C-12'3 aircraft for the 45-minute 

flight to Bi'9n Hoa Air Base. 

The last leg of the trip, via truck, took the group from 

Bien Hoa Air B3..se to the IIFFORCEV base camp at Long Binh, a 

distance of only 5 miles. 

The unit was initially housed under canva~ and was "sat-

ellited11 on the 9th Transportation Car Company for rations. 

A.ssimed to USARV', the 2d Civil Affairs Company was re-

lieved from sa.roe on 7 December .~nd assigned to II FFORCEV per 

Paragraph 1, General Order 6751, Headquarters, USARV, APO 96307. 

On 10 December 2LT Santillo was promoted to lLT. 

Arrival 11 in country" entailed the assumption of a new and 

challenging mission for the company. The new mission called 

for the furnishing of civil affairs support to thirteen brigade .. 

size combat units. This necessitated an internal re-alignment 

of teams and personnel in order that the mission cou1d be as-

s1.U11ed and the platoons COJJl1l1itted as directed. 
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